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COVER ART
Artist — Jonathan Berg

Italicized Gothic done with gouache.

Inklings is published by the Fort Worth 

Calligraphers Guild monthly, September 

through May.  To submit an article for 

this publication, please email text to 

news@fortworthcalligraphers.com - 

attention Newsletter Editor, by the 26th 

of the month prior to the publication. 

Text should be in MS Word document or 

equivalent. Photos should be submitted 

in JPEG 300dpi format.  Prints and hard 

copy can be mailed to P.O. Box 101732, 

Fort Worth, TX 76185.  We try our best to 

give our members accurate and current 

information.  

November
3..................... Leslie Wade
4...................Mary Jane Ott
8......................Linda Jones

Who doesn’t love Autumn??
I used to avoid ‘orange’ like the plague. I never wore it, wrote with it, 
designed with it, used it for gift wrap nor decorated with it. 

Then I fell in love with pumpkins for their bright and cheery contrast to the 
raging greens of summer. They became a representation of HOPE for cooler 
days, crisper air, and yes, yummy desserts!

Now, I associate Orange with energy and creativity. I design with it. 
Decorate with it. Even WEAR it! (has to be the right shade and usually 
with denim or a contrasting color). But I no longer avoid it.

I hope you have good associations with this part of the year. 
Calligraphically, there are opportunities to weigh in on the creative front. 
There is discussion of our guild having an exhibit in 2019 in conjunction 
with our anniversary. There is also a hand-made card exchange  for 
Thanksgiving and for Christmas. One card mailed to one recipient. There 
are ten folks signed up. By the time you read this, if you were on that list 
you should have received an email with details of the exchange. 

Another email will have gone out requesting you to designate the  number 
of FWCG 2019 calendar(s) you want. Please see page 3 for additional 
details. 

There are workshops scheduled for next year; you might want to be 
planning for these financially and keep time open on your calendars to 
take advantage of them. There is no workshop I’ve ever experienced that 
I didn’t walk away challenged, enriched, and recharged for more lettering 
projects.

At our last meeting, there was an award program announced, the perfect 
attendance award. Conversations thereafter have expanded the idea to 
include other levels of participation whereby certain volunteer activities 
would also be awarded points. This way even if you missed a meeting, you 
might gather points in other ways. A more detailed description of this will 
be in the December newsletter (but do go ahead and plan your attendance 
in November and December so you still have that going for you).

And it is now that you should begin thinking about your lettering goals for 
the coming year. I know, it seems too soon to think of it but really because 
TIME FLIES whether you are having fun or not! And the new year is 
around this fast-moving corner, just weeks away.

Do plan on coming next week to the November 8 meeting. Bring a draft 
or finished project you have been working on. You will enjoy seeing the 
efforts of others and receive encouragement on what you are doing as well.

     Sincerely, 
     Sharon Schmidt, President
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2019 Calendar Distribution Scheduled
for the December 13th Meeting

All told, we had participation of thirteen members in the 2019 calendar art and production process of our 
seventeenth calendar. Many thanks go to many people. We will publish an article in the December news-
letter on this year’s artists. Those who contributed more than one piece will see their second piece on our 
newsletter covers.

Meanwhile, so we can get an estimate on how many calendars to order, let me show you the pricing and 
get a response on the quantity you wish to order. These are good for gifts. Over the years we have gained 
several non-member calendar supporters who continue to ask for our publications each year.

Calendars sell for $10 each but in recent years we have had a ‘deal’ where if you purchased 3–6, they’d 
be $9 each; if 7-10, $8 each; 11+ would be $7 each. This is in case you want to use them as gifts to show 
family and friends the work of your colleagues and yourself. 

Calendar distribution will be at the December 13 meeting. If you don’t need them by Christmas and wish to 
pick them up at the January 10, 2019 meeting, that can be arranged.

We do not mail them without prepayment, but if you cannot attend in December and would like them by 
Christmas, please include postage with your payment. Last year we discovered postage varies depending 
on destination. It averaged $3.15 for in-town single calendars. Out of town, single calendar postage was 
$3.95. For flat-rate package rate was $6.95 in the metroplex. Since there was a postage increase this year, 
I will double-check postage amounts and report back to you.   — Sharon Schmidt

Directory Updates
Please make add the following new members

and make the following corrections
 to your 2018-19 Directory.

Baty, June Dec 20
131 Grove Court 214-850-6072 (C)
Lewisville, TX 75077-2813
june.baty@yahoo.com

Fore, Christina Sep 8
1335 Tennis Dr. Apt. #35D 817-585-3682 (C)
Bedford, TX 76022-6370
ChristinaFore8@gmail.com

Johnson, Nancy Beth Sep 4
1704 Strait Lane 214-578-9992 (C)
Flower Mound, TX 75028-8206
johnson.nancybeth@gmail.com  

Berg, Jonathan correct phone numbers 
 817-294-1174 (H)
 817-366-6033 (C)

Vangalis, Angie correct e-mail address
 angie@txlac.org 
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Reminder: our guild library holdings have been entered 
into www.librarything.com. The sign-in is FWCG 
and the password is Letters26. This enables members 
to browse through the list of available books and 
determine what they may wish to check out. 

To check out a book, contact Rick by e-mail 
HaroldMaul@gmail.com to let him know which book(s) 
you want to check out and he will bring to next 
meeting. Members may check out 2–3 books at a time 
and due date is at the next meeting.
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Guild member June Baty was the program presenter 
last month with an inspiring look at her many 
years collection of decorated envelopes from others 
and from her own efforts as a decorated envelope 
enthusiast.

June had two notebooks full of her collections — 
plus other members had brought their personal 
collections for display. One could NOT take a look 
around the room without finding some form of 
inspiration. (As a result of this program, there 
was an idea of homemade card exchanges among 
our members for the coming two big holidays: 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. (Ten people 
volunteered to participate.) Details of the exchange 
were emailed out to the individuals who committed 
to make two cards. 

The process for designing cards for June’s friends 
and family seems to include (1) personalizing the 
wording and artwork to the recipient, (2) tying in 
an element of color or art on the envelope exterior, 
and in some cases (3) cutting a liner to fit inside 
the envelope for the sheer surprise and delight of 
the one opening it. The liner helps the hand lettered 
address show on a clean background when the 
card content does not show through the front of 
envelope.

Ms. Baty also had a very professional presentation 
that included samples of commercial envelope liners 
for each attendee. She has made herself some liner 
templates to fit all standards sizes of envelopes: 
A2, A6, square, business #10, etc. She merely finds 
coordinating papers that go with her card theme and 
creates the finishing touches of lining and lettering 
(in her exquisite calligraphy). It doesn’t seem that 
anyone in her family gets overlooked with her 
expressions of love through her work.

To polish off the evening, June, assisted by Jeri 
Wright, distributed supplies for constructing a fun 
project: an origami-style folded envelope with built-
in writing sheet trimmed to match.        
    — Sharon Schmidt

Decorated Envelopes

Top – Red envelope and card was the project 
June Baty taught us to do during the program. 
— 2nd & 3rd – envelopes from Deanna Fava's 

collection. — 4th – an envelope from Linda 
Langley's collection. — Right – envelope from 

Judy Johannesen's collection. 
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Transform an ordinary  
envelope into a work of art!

Winning artists will receive certificates and their  
entries will be displayed online beginning in early 
June 2019. No prizes will be awarded. Receipt of  
entries will not be acknowledged and entries will 
not be returned. 

The 25th annual Graceful Envelope Contest  
is sponsored by the  

Washington Calligraphers Guild and the  
National Association of Letter Carriers. 

 
For the complete Call for Entries and  
to view last year’s winning envelopes,  

go to www.calligraphersguild.org.

Winners will be chosen based on calligraphy,  
creative interpretation of the theme  

and effective use of color and design, including  
incorporation of postage stamp(s). 

There is no entry fee.  
Entries must be postmarked no later 
than Monday, March 25, 2019, 
and addressed artistically by hand to:

The Graceful Envelope
c/o Washington Calligraphers Guild
P.O. Box 3688
Merrifield, VA 22116 

You may enter only one envelope. Entries must be  
processed and delivered through the U.S. Postal  
Service as First Class Mail and may not be wrapped 
in a separate envelope or protective covering (unless 
multiple entries are coming from one class).  

On the BACK of the envelope, print “FROM” and 
your name, address and email (or teacher’s email). 
Students need to provide their grade, because 
judges will consider entries in these categories:
     * Adult
     * Grades 9-12
     * Grades 5-8
     * Grades 1-4
 
*See https://www.calligraphersguild.org/envelope.
html for complete rules.

With questions, contact Erin at peonyplumecalligraphy@
gmail.com

National Association of Letter Carriers, AFL-CIO 
www.nalc.org  |  202-662-2851 

Deadline for entries: 
March 25, 2019

raceful 
  Envelope 
Contest

2019 Contest Theme: 
Put Your Stamp On It

This year’s theme celebrates the 25th anniversary 
of the Graceful Envelope Contest and the 

125th anniversary of US commemorative stamps. 
Your challenge is to create an envelope that commemorates  

anything of your choosing. To “Put Your Stamp On It,” make sure 
your submission reflects the artistic hand lettering and imaginative 

use of color and design that have been the hallmarks of the contest.  
And, of course, incorporate postage stamp(s) into your creation.

CALL FOR ENTRIES
~ please distribute ~
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October's Workshop 
"Mapping It Out" with Robbie Saslow

In October, the Fort Worth Calligraphers Guild presented “Mapping It Out” with Robbie Saslow. In this 
2-day workshop, we learned techniques and completed exercises designed to open up our imaginations and 
help us create maps that are more than just a picture of “how to get there.”

Robbie opened the workshop with 
a brief introduction in which he 
described his history with maps, 
calligraphy, and his current position 
as a full-time calligrapher for the 
County of Los Angeles. Some of 
our first exercises included a warm-
up on “how we got to class” and a 
guided practice in creating a visual 
dictionary and map-like marks. One 
of the most interesting aspects of 
each of these exercises was seeing 
the variety of work created by each 
student.

One of my favorite exercises was a guided 
meditation into a favorite home or place from our 
past and followed up by mapping out that memory. 
Not only was it engaging and fascinating to spend 
the afternoon working on my own map, but the 
group discussions and seeing other student’s maps 
were equally so.

We also saw several slide-shows full of inspiration 
which included many unusual maps from various 
publications such as Frank Jacobs’ Strange Maps, 
photos of maps from Robbie’s travels, and, of 
course, maps that Robbie has created himself. 
Saturday night included an after-dinner lecture 
covering Robbie’s travels in southern Italy, “Italia 
Alfabetica,” a photographic-typographic tour 
through letters.

Class work by Cynthia Stiles

Class work by Mary DeChellis
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OctOber's WOrkshOp cOntinued . . . 

Though only a few examples of 
student work are included here, 
this guild is actually pretty full of 
map enthusiasts. Special thanks 
to Cayetano “Ollie” Olivarez for 
bringing cool map handouts and 
loads of books full of inspiration as 
well as the fabulous Angie Vangalis 
for bringing the “store” and door 
prizes and organizing such a great 
workshop!

— Mary DeChellis
Class work by Sharon Schmidt

Top left – an envelope from the collection 
Angie Vangalis’ acquired during the Legacies 
Calligreaphy Conference — the other three 
envelopes are from Linda Langley's collection.

Decorated Envelopes
Additional samples for the article on page 4. 
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This technique was used to decorate the covers of this year’s Fort Worth Calligraphers Guild 
Directories.  We used Tim Holtz Distress Inks but any water-based medium could be used in 
the same manner. For the directories, we used cardstock but watercolor paper can be used as 
well.  Watercolor paper will require additional water spritzing for blending.

1. Swipe or press ink pad onto craft mat.
2. Spritz with plenty of water.
3. Blending may be enhanced by spritzing paper with water.
4. Swipe the paper through the ink.  Repeat swiping until you get the desired effect.  
5. Add more ink and water if necessary.  

Options: Use stencils and sprays to lay down additional color and pattern. 

There is no wrong way to do this.  Just have fun!     — Suzanne Raif

Quick and Easy Backgrounds for Lettering



FWCG Newsletter • November 2018 9

Minutes of our Meeting

Perfect Attendance 
Award

FWCG will now offer a Perfect Attendance Award to 
FWCG meetings and events!

How It Works
Each time you attend a FWCG meeting, FWCG hosted 
lecture or workshop you receive a point. Nine points 
are required to receive a Perfect Attendance Award.

We realize you are just hearing this now, so if you 
didn’t attend the September Meeting, 

you may attend an additional event like an FWCG 
hosted lecture or workshop, to receive an attendance 

point.
Points are verified by your signature in the FWCG 

Monthly Meeting Guest Book, workshop and lecture 
rosters. 

The award, designed and penned by Mary DeChellis, 
will be revealed at the May 2019 Meeting.

FWCG Meeting Minutes for Thursday, October 11, 2018.

The October meeting was held at Bedford Public Library. 
President Sharon Schmidt called the meeting to order at 
6:45 pm. There were nineteen in attendance. 

Reports:
• Cayetano Olivarez, Treasurer, went through his report: 
Bank assets on hand: $10,477.73. Book Balance: 
$9751.52. Disbursements Not Cleared; $726.21

• Linda Jones, Membership, reported 46 members.

• Angie Vangalis gave a verbal recap of the recent 
workshop with Robert Saslow on “Mapping It Out,” held 
at Stacy’s Furniture in Grapevine, TX on October 6-7, 
2018. The next workshop is March 22-24, 2019 with 
Sharon Hanse. Angie also mentioned TXLAC’s nine-
month course with Cora Pearl. 

Announcements: 
1. Holiday Card Exchange - it was suggested we have a 
card and envelope exchange for the two big upcoming 
holidays. Ten participants signed up and will be sent the 
details of the exchange. Let’s put those creative ideas 
(inspired by June) to use! These must be hand lettered. 
You can incorporate some ideas from tonight’s decorated 
envelope program! We will bring the envelopes to the  
January meeting and display the results. 

2. We are instituting a Perfect Attendance Award this 

year, culminating in May 2019. Details will appear 
in December newsletter but meanwhile, everyone in 
attendance is ON A ROLL and will be tracking for perfect 
attendance already. There will also be a way to increase 
your ‘points’ by participation in other guild events 
(writing articles, contributing artwork to calendar and 
newsletter, other volunteer opportunities as they arise. 

3. Anniversary Volunteers for our BIG anniversary 
next November. We are Seeking volunteer committee 
of four or five people (two seasoned and two newbies) 
this could feature curation of a multi-location traveling 
exhibit, newsletter features, and a website presence, 
a banquet or festive Round Robin of mini workshops. 
Please speak to the president for details.

Recognition of visitors and new members by Linda 
Jones. There was a door prize drawing with three 
winners.

There was no further new business so the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:15 pm. 

Tom Campos introduced the program theme of “You’ve 
Got Mail” with guest speaker June Baty who presented a 
program on the importance of hand crafted envelopes. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deanna Fava for Nancy Teigen, Secretary FWCG

Directory Cover Samples
See page 8 for how they were created!
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P.O. Box 101732
Fort Worth, TX 76185

CONTACT US

www.fortworthcalligraphersguild.com

Sharon Schmidt, President
president@fortworthcalligraphersguild.com

Tom Campos, Vice President
vicepresident@fortworthcalligraphersguild.com

Trudie Simoson, Secretary
secretary@fortworthcalligraphersguild.com

Cayetano Olivarez, Treasurer
treasurer@fortworthcalligraphersguild.com 

Linda Jones, Newsletter Editor
news@fortworthcalligraphersguild.com

Angie Vangalis, Workshops
workshops@fortworthcalligraphersguild.com

Polly Campbell, Parliamentarian
parliamentarian@fortworthcalligraphersguild.
com

Guild Meeting
Thursday, November 8, 2018

Bedford Public Library, 2424 Forest Ridge Drive, Bedford, TX 76021
Business meeting starts at 6:30 followed by our program.

Our Movie Theme for the November Guild Program is “Casablanca,”  which 
was the 1943 romantic Oscar winner shown in black & white film. The hands-on 
program will help inspire us to create Black and White illustrations or unique 
Zentangles; even ideas for creating 3-D designs of your outlined letter-forms or 
backgrounds will be presented.

For Show and Tell:
Please bring examples of your previous Zentangles
See you Thursday!    
Tom Campos

A Power-Point Presentation and Hand-
outs shall be given by Tom Campos

Supply List to Bring:
Fine Tip Markers or Pens  (single color or black)  
Straight-edge Ruler
Pencil and Eraser
(Bring color paper if interested)
Blank white paper shall be furnished

(Optional fun challenge: do a quote from the movie!)

“Here’s looking at you, Zentangle kid.“

Workshop
Opportunities

Elements of Design for Lettering Art 
with Cora Pearl

This 9-month, comprehensive course is de-
signed for Intermediate to Advanced Letter-
ing Artists. A fabulous opportunity to apply 
your lettering skills to elements of design 
and take your design skills to a new level.

Registration closes November 15, 2018.

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/
event?llr=6klbffdab&oeidk=a07efkwbkdx9
982c758

Mediaeval Capitals with Paul Antonio

This 5-day workshop begins with dinner 
and a lecture/overview for the 4 full days 
of study that follow. Day 1 - lecture, Day 
2-Versals, Day 3 - Lombardics, Day 4 - 
Cadels. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/regis-
ter/event?llr=6klbffdab&oeidk=a07efsbt
kv458039995

Questions - Angie Vangalis 214-957-1736 
or angie@txlac.org


